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passed themselves in speculative and contradictory
comment. Honest editors labelled the whole thing
"Chinese Puzzle/' and left it at that.
But one surprise followed another. On Christmas
Day, with a gesture of repentance worthy of the
heroes of antiquity, the "Young Marshal'' flew his
prisoner back to Loyang, and safety, in his private
aeroplane. Here at last was a good news story, and
a most piquant anti-climax. Harassed commentators
wrote off the affair as just one more Chinese kid-
napping, and promptly forgot it. Another "Crisis in
China*' was over.
This book is an attempt to describe what really
happened in that December crisis, and to show some-
thing of its real significance for China and the world
at large,
Far Eastern politics are remote, obscure, and
picturesque only on occasion. The remoteness and
obscurity are a convenient excuse for preoccupation
with the picturesque. Most Westerners who notice
China at all, see it with the eyes of the Hollywood
film-producers, who have lately found there a
"brave new world" with superb material for scenarios.
Against this background of mystery and teeming
millions, such periodic "incidents'7 as do attract
attention are apt to be more lurid than comprehen-
sible. It is the business of Far Eastern editors to make
them so. They know that their public can only take
China in small doses, with a suitable dash of the
fantastic. Marco Polo set a literary tradition that has
proved very long-lived.
But now that a "Divine Wind" of Japanese good-
will can waft the Emperor's envoys to London in
four days, we have begun to realise that the East is